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PHILADELPHIA SOCIETY IN 1804. 

[The following extracts are taken from the diary of Hon. Jonathan 
Mason of a journey he made with his family in his own carriage from 
Boston to Savannah, Georgia, in the winter of 1804-5. The diary is pub- 
lished in the " Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society," Vol. 
II., second series. Mr. Mason was a native of Boston, graduated at 
Princeton in 1774, read law with Josiah Quincy, Jr., and was admitted 
to practice in 1779. He served his State with ability in the Assembly, 
in the Senate of the United States, 1800-3, and as Eepresentative in 
Congress, 1817-21. He died in Boston, November 1, 1831.— Ed.J 

Thursday. — The weather still continues as good, and with 
ease we rode into Philadelphia by three o'clock. Stopped 
at Mrs. Lawson's but could not be accommodated to my 
mind, and accordingly removed to Mrs. Jones's, between 
Seventh and Eighth Streets. The country round astonish- 
ingly improving, and a very fine turnpike for thirteen miles 
and intended for Trenton. 

Friday. — Passed the evening at G[eorge] Harrison's; 
called at the Museum [Peale's] with my daughters, and 
passed the day generally in receiving visits and rambling 
[about] the city. Keceived letter from Mr. Perkins, and one 
from Susan and Jonathan. Wrote to Ann Barry and Mr. 
Perkins. 

Monday. — Visited the Hospital and Philosophy Hall. In- 
vited to tea by E. Peters and lady, but engaged to dine by 
T. Willing and lady. 

Tuesday. — Passed the evening at Mr. Dallas's, — a Gent, so 
called. Mrs. Cadwallader, Miss Biddle, and Miss Bird, with 
a Mr. Miller, sang glees and catches and trios to admiration. 

Wednesday. — Dined with Mr. Dallas, and passed the even- 
ing at theatre. 

The increase of this city is still astonishing. I am per- 
suaded, though the citizens deny it, that they do not trade 
80 much or so well as New York, and that their commercial 
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capital is lessening ; yet having been in the habit of build- 
ing for several years past, the masons and carpenters and 
tradesmen from their past earnings are able and obliged to 
employ their journeymen and themselves in putting up 
houses for rent and sale. There is not a gentleman in the 
city that has built this year past, and yet whole squares 
have been covered during that time; five hundred houses 
the last year. The circle and the beauty of ladies of New 
York bear no comparison with this city. I am repeatedly 
reminded of this observation. The ladies here resemble 
their city ; pretty, regular, and refined. Their beaux must 
be imported, for at this moment they are only as one to five 
in numbers, and [as] ordinary as they are scarce. I can say 
nothing in behalf of the young men who are growing up. 
Their scarcity gives them advantages which they do not 
improve. A stranger passing through does not hear of 
politics. The Federalists are beaten and out of date and 
conversation. There is a third party who are opposing 
Governor McKean, and who will finally overthrow him. 
Next month the four Judges of the Supreme Court — men 
of respectability, integrity, and talent, gray in the service of 
their country — are to be tried upon an impeachment for 
having acted oppressively in punishing a Republican for 
contempt of court. This State [is] under the control of ig- 
norance and Jacobinism. If it changes, it must be for the 
better, and perhaps it may be the first to let a little blood. 

Visited the gunboats which are building. What they are 
and what they are for, nobody seems to know. They apolo- 
gize for that evident enmity which the Southern people 
possess to a navy. Their day must be short ; and the 
growth of this country and its demands, in a very few years, 
will scout all such feeble puerile performances. A navy 
must grow out of our woods, and ride in our harbors, or 
our trade will not be protected and our country forever in- 
sulted. We are verging fast to that state of things when 
there must be a new mixture, and out of which will come 
new combinations, perhaps energetic, stable, and with the 
properties of durability. 
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Thursday. — Dined with Mr. G. Harrison, and passed the 
evening very pleasantly at the Assembly. Again reminded, 
by the presence of many lovely women, of their superiority, 
in beauty, affability, and manners, to those of New York. 
A man would suppose that where so much worth was so 
visiWe, there would be more matrimony, but the reverse is 
true ; and among many, one cause is the dress and extrava- 
gant ideas of the ladies themselves. The generality of 
young men of our country are not able to support the rank 
and grade which the ladies assume, particularly in dress; 
and they are so easy of access, so naked in their charms, 
that they destroy and satiate desire where they would wish 
to enkindle it. 

Friday. — ^Dined with Mr. Breck, and passed the evening 
there. A very large set of ladies and gentlemen in the 
evening, with good music. 

Saturday. — Dined with Mr. Richard "Willing, and passed 
the evening at Mrs. Jacksons's. The fine women of this 
city are, in the estimation of the young gentlemen, Miss 
"Willcox, Miss Boardley, Miss Keene, Miss Stewart. There 
are innumerable pretty ones, but not all of them accom- 
plished. To do common justice, there are many and more 
than enough to make society happy and sought after, — 
many more than in any city in America. 

Sunday. — Dined with Mr. Thomas Butler, and passed the 
evening with Mrs. Edwards and Miss Clarkson ; prettily en- 
tertained at both these places. Their tea-parties abound 
with ladies and good music, duets and trios, with young 
ladies and gentlemen. Mr. Nicholas and Mr. Miller, two of 
the finest singers I have for a long time heard, perhaps not 
equalled since the days of Captain Phillips. This evening 
also much gratified with the society of Mrs. Izard, or the 
Widow Shippen, whose prophecy and dream that in the 
course of her life she should have eighteen feet of husband 
has come to pass, her third and present husband making, 
with the two preceding ones eighteen [feet] three inches. 

Monday. — ^Disappointed of all invitation (having refused 
several) in expectation of attending a splendid party (dance) 
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at the Marquis Casa Yrujo's, to which we had been early 
invited. The ambassador himself waited upon us ; but the 
lady (Miss Sally McKean that was) expected the first com- 
pliment of [a] call from Mrs. Mason, to which I could not 
consent; — in my estimation it being etiquette false, foolish, 
and assumed. We accordingly gave up her party and at- 
tended the theatre. 

Tiiesday. — Dined with Mr. Paul Sieman, a bachelor, who 
gave a splendid entertainment to a party of ladies and gentle- 
men in compliment to Mrs. M . We passed the begin- 
ning [of] the evening with our friend Harrison, and after 
supper went to a private dance given by the Miss Grratzes, 
three pretty and accomplished Jewesses. 

On Wednesday morning, in a snow-storm not trouble- 
some we left the city of Philadelphia, . , . 



